Why UMass Amherst Should Support WFCR

WFCR/88.5 FM, and its news and information service on WPNI/1430AM,  is an integral component of the campus' mission, goals and operations, through its broadcast and non-broadcast activities, providing UMass with a highly effective sustainable outreach effort.

The station provides access to information and entertainment for diverse audiences with varied social, cultural and ethnic backgrounds.  This is evident throughout the station's broadcast schedule, with unique program offerings of different genres of music and daily programs of news, information and entertainment.

WFCR is committed to the maintaining and improving the quality of life in the area.  Through daily information and music programs, and through the production of programming like “Field Notes” (originally broadcast with financial support from UMass Amherst Extension) WFCR enriches the culture of, and brings diversity to, its listening audience.

The station fosters excellence by providing an experiential learning activity for UMass students who participate in WFCR’s internship program.  Currently, highly qualified interns have their news pieces aired on WFCR, and occasionally the station has employed interns as Saturday morning news readers.  Some of our interns have gone on to work for National Public Radio, major market stations, and other national media organizations such as ABC News.

Beginning this summer, an ongoing course will be offered in digital radio production. This is part of a

collaboration with Continuing Education and the Journalism and the Communication’s programs.   UMass Amherst students will have the opportunity to receive credits toward a degree or a Certificate of Online Journalism where they will work alongside seasoned radio professionals to learn the business of radio production and news.  The course description follows:

In this hands-on course, we will learn the basics of radio journalism - from newsgathering and scriptwriting, to production and the effective use of sound. Students will use the medium of radio to address important issues and topics in their community - using a style consistent with public radio. By the end of the course, students should have the skills needed to report, voice and produce news and features stories for broadcast. Students should gain a working knowledge of computer sound software and sound editing techniques. 

WFCR’s new facility will provide UMass Amherst with a Media Education Lab where this and other courses may be taught.  The new facility will also provide students with more opportunities for internships.  

WFCR reflects the values of the University through programming designed to serve the general listener.  The station is a public service, forging linkages between the campus and the community. WFCR partners with over 70 arts and cultural organizations annually, including many on campus, acting as a sponsorship organization.  WFCR provides on-air and off-air promotion of campus cultural activities and events through its on-air and on-line daily Arts Calendar.

WFCR promotes faculty research and highlights the expertise of faculty and staff on a variety of its radio shows and provides the campus with an opportunity to have its faculty appear as guests on the nationally-syndicated shows aired on WFCR and WPNI. Now that WFCR is broadcasting live on the internet, the University's reputation is being enhanced locally and globally.  The WFCR website also includes the UMass Amherst logo and a link to UMass Amherst on-line.  

The station has indicated to various committees over the years its willingness to support academic programs where it can.  The station would be happy to explore how any proposed additional ties to the academic community can be structured to both parties’ benefit.  In February 1999 Provost Cora Marrett formed the WFCR Task Force on Organization and Programming.  In February 2000 the Task Force issued its report which included recommendations for exploring programming and academic relationships between the station and the campus.  The station incorporated these recommendations into its strategic plan.  

The enclosed Five Colleges Report for 2003 sites many examples of this and all of WFCR’s campus activities. 

WFCR also helps to make important friends for the campus by providing radio programs of interest to corporate executives, and state and local government officials.

The station partners with the WGBY/TV 57 - public television - and cultural, arts and educational organizations to develop programs to further serve the public broadcasting audience of western New England.

To briefly summarize, WFCR’s high quality programming connects to more listeners in a given week than any other department or organization on campus.  By so doing, WFCR connects quality to UMass through its association with 88.5 FM, and greatly enhances the University’s ability to convey its mission as a public institution of higher education.  This kind of relationship deserves licensee support.  

