Statement of Support for KUMR-FM

From Citizens of Lebanon, MO


The City of Lebanon wishes to express support for continuing radio station KUMR as a University of Missouri-Rolla based source of radio programming for south central Missouri. It should be noted that the station has assessed the listening interests of this region’s population. From these ongoing assessments targeted programming, embracing the wide variety of identified interests, has emerged. It has come to our attention that, in the past, there was consideration for converting KUMR into a repeater station for other University of Missouri campus-based radio stations rather than a station meeting the specific listening preferences of this area.  Should this come under consideration again, the City of Lebanon would be opposed. 


Our concern is to assure that KUMR remains an independent, campus-based radio station sensitive to the surrounding communities’ public radio listening needs.  If KUMR becomes simply a repeater for another public radio station, the station will, no doubt, lose the special characteristics that make it a significant asset to Lebanon area listeners. KUMR presents a variety of programming tailored to this unique audience.   Programs such as Missouri Impact and Allegro enhance listening options. The bluegrass and gospel programming are especially important to making UMR an integral attribute of the region.  These are just a few of the reasons that Lebanon listeners support the station through their membership.


Lebanon listeners can tune into a number of other commercial stations, but not to hear classical music pieces in their entirety.  KUMR is one of the few remaining stations in the U.S. presenting complete works, rather than just single movements or passages. This is much appreciated.  For area residents with other-than-regular listening hours, the 24-hour programming provides quality programming around the clock. Additionally, the planned “live streaming” over the Internet will further expand the options. 


The station is an important “citizen” in the Lebanon area.  KUMR provides outreach services including KUMR for KIDS, school tours of the station facilities, pre-concert lectures for performances, and studio services for local musicians.  Even without a news director, KUMR provides timely information regarding events and activities via announcements and the Community Calendar. It should also be noted that KUMR’s ability to meet the goals established for its funding drives indicates that it has strong community support.


Therefore, we respectfully submit this statement of support for the maintenance of KUMR as an independent public radio station, as an important bridge between the surrounding communities, and as a significant contributor to the cultural life of south central Missouri.
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