LIVING THE UMKC VISION AND CORE VALUES

NOMINATION STATEMENT

CORE VALUE: ENERGIZED COLLABORATIVE COMMUNITIES

KCUR-FM, Kansas City, MO
I nominate the staff of KCUR Radio in the category of energized collaborative communities.
Although the selection criteria states the award is to be given to an individual, it seems appropriate to nominate a UMKC community for this award. Just as it takes a village to raise a child, it takes a group of energized UMKC staff to collaborate, partner and interact with other groups of individuals in our community. 

KCUR local programming could not serve our community without collaboration from a plethora of businesses and organizations. Last year we began a partnership with the Kansas City Star newspaper which enabled KCUR to add a weekday hour-long local talk show hosted by their political correspondent, Steve Kraske. Forming a partnership with the Kansas City Business Journal this last year has allowed KCUR to add a local business newscast to our weekday programming. KCUR Radio also collaborates weekly with Kansas City’s Union Station to present Under the Clock. Hosted by Emanuel Cleaver, this “town hall meeting” brings local Kansas Citians together for a live broadcast of interviews and discussions with a variety of newsmakers and entertainers. KCUR has worked together with UMKC’s New Letters on the Air for over 20 years, and a joint venture with UMKC’s Dean of Liberal Arts and Sciences has produced Talking History, a weekly program added to KCUR’s webstream in 2002.

The daily topics covered on The Walt Bodine Show and Up to Date could not be adequately presented without help from many local individuals and organizations. The use of the KCUR website to archive past local programs and news stories this last year has enabled KCUR to continue to provide information to listeners unable to listen at scheduled broadcast times. Use of the website has transformed KCUR Radio from a broadcast station available in a limited area to a resource that serves our immediate community and the world with specific, detailed audio information available at any time. Listeners utilizing our website may be “just around the corner” or discovering KCUR from as far away as Belgium and China.

KCUR also provides local information on a national scale through news reports provided by KCUR reporters to National Public Radio and the British Broadcasting Corporation. Local issues that impact federal legislation have been presented to a national and international audience, making listeners aware of the influential community in which the University operates.

KCUR Radio works with a variety of nonprofit events such as AIDS WALK Kansas City, Heart of America Shakespeare Festival, La Strada dell’Arte, Crossroads Receptacle Art Project, and the Ethnic Enrichment Festival, serving as sponsor to these and other local functions. Earlier this year, the Jewish Community Relations Bureau / American Jewish Community and KCUR sponsored a discussion of news coverage of the Middle East by the President of National Public Radio. KCUR helped promote the UMKC-Sally Ride Science Festival in April and participated in the downtown Kansas City St. Patrick’s Day Parade in March. The KCUR Events Calendar at www.kcur.org provides listings of hundreds of Kansas City area theatre, music, dance, literary and visual arts happenings. Area organizations are permitted to post their own events directly to the calendar, keeping the information fresh and timely. KCUR also trades underwriting announcements for print advertising with a variety of local publications including the Kansas City Business Journal and eKC. KCUR staff members lead public discussions, serve as guest lecturers to university classes, conduct tours of the station, speak to local clubs and professional organizations, and volunteer on-air during the KCPT auction.,

It takes national, state and local resources to fund the radio station. Money comes from the University of Missouri-Kansas City, the Corporation for Public Broadcasting, 300 business and nonprofit underwriters, and over 8,000 individual listeners. Local liaisons with publishers, designers and restaurateurs have strengthened KCUR’s presence in the community and have netted significant non-cash support to the station.
I hope that the this synopsis of information regarding KCUR Radio has provided adequate evidence of the core value of Energized Collaborative Communities exemplified throughout this unit of UMKC. The transformation of a small educational radio station into one of the top ten news and information public radio stations in the United States is a result of years of commitment and support from individuals and organizations including the University of Missouri – Kansas City. With the assistance of our community, KCUR is able to serve an audience of over 160,000 listeners each week, ultimately providing public radio programming that enriches the mind and nourishes the spirit.

